(Continued from Last Weok)
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en who had been arrested. It seems
#he state police had taken them
thelr; own homes and alowed onme
the men to change his coat be-
taking him to jafl. - The loecal
jce wanted to search the coat
pieh had been left behind. It was
e that the chauffeur had his first
of planting the evidence. He
e the corner off the paper, and at
e man's honse managed to slip the
spaper into the pocket of the coat
Later,
Siyke's, he threw the Iittle torn

of paper on the floor so that

Wwhen he had finished, 1 wondered
the boy had not been right when
thought that the man had been
pply fooling him. But If it were
he, his story, taken with the dying
ds of the. chauffeur, would be

ided to take him with me to the
jice station and et him tell his
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Ar. Pelt,” he asked at last; “what
¥ou think of my theory that Brif-

Slyke?"
had given little thought to the
tter, and sald as much. Black sur-
el me by adding, *You know that
or King and the distriet attorpey
that the oply verdict that can
brought 1o in the Slyke case s

enough to find both Roche and
ck together. Without any com-
pnt on my part, I had the boy repeat
g story to the two officers. They
tened with & good deal of interest.
he, of course, had handled the rob-
ry, and knew more about it than
ck; but Black, I knew, believed
t Briffeur was the murderer of
yke, and the boy’s story confirmed

We debated the!story for am hour,
he taking the view that the chauf-
hir might have been fooling the boy,
d Black that the chauffeur had told
truth and was too drunk to-real-

Roche clinched his argument by de-
“Why, under heaven, should
ke owe Briffeur a large sum of

hat was, we all agreed, the weak

My Lord,” Roche exclaimed as a
“do you
lize that it was Briffeur that found
torn pleces of cloth on the rose
h, the plece that fitted inte the

n astonishment I asked, “It was?"
It sure was. He came into the
ice station a few days later with it
d told us where he had discovered
and asked If we knew what it was
p found later that it fitted Into a
le In the pants one of the fellows

Was he ever in the cell with those
Black asked, with a glance at

several tlmes. Slyke asked
t we Tet him go In and talk to

threw out his hands in dis-
“My G—, Roche, one would
ink you kept a hotel. You let any-

flushed, and replied angrily.
had lots of pull here,

- {in - earnest, and he nodded.
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possible to present convimeing legal

I proof that Siyke had been murdered,

hut' there was still the chauffeur's

death to be explained. If he had |

been. killed, as Bartley thought, be-
cause lie knew too much about Siyke's
death, then It seemed to me that to
hring in a verdict of sulelde would be
impossible. T told Black of fais ob.
Jection, and he agreed with me,

Then he reiterated hs belfef 1 |

Briffeur’s guilt. - According to him,
the story the chauffeur told the boy
fitted in well with his own theory,
True, there was little to base it on
80 far as evidence went; but, assum-
ing that Slyke and the chauffeur had
quarreled about money, his strongest
bit of evidence was Briffeur’s coiing
to the vault where the missing re-

volver was hidden. No vne else, so |
far 8s we knew, had quarreled with |

Siyke, or had any reason for wanting

to kill him. Black explained the

chauffeur’s death by saylng Miss Pot-
.

ter had killed him: T told him this
last disproved his first theory, that
whoever had killed the chduffeur had
done so because he knew too much
about Slyke's death,

I found that it was nearly four |
o'cloct, and as I had had no luncheon !

I decided to get something to eat be-
fore Dartley’s train came in. Just as
I reached the door Black called after
me, “Say, Pelt, what does your chief
want us all over’ for, to Slyke's to-
night "

This was the first time that | had

heard we were expected to go there;|
he |
added that Bartley had sent word for |

and, seeing my astonishment,
Roche¢ and himself to be at Siyke's
promptly at eight o'clock. I was
forced to admit that I did not know
as much about it as he did.

I 'went to a little tea room on the
main streei, and had almost finished
my meal when someone called my
name, and a reporter from the Rec-
ord, whom I knew, rose and joined
me. le mentloned the Slyke case and
sald that everyone was waiting for
Bartley te “spring something” He
complained that there was little
enough Information to be gotten about
it. All he had been able to do had
been to interview the men that had
been at Slyke’s home the night of his
death. Ome of them told him, how-
ever, that three or four times during
the evening Siyke had tried to reach
someone on the 'phone—just who, he
did not know.

I had now barely time to reach the
station before Bartley’s train pulled
in, and L bade him a hurried farewell.

As Bartley and I drove down the
mafn street of Saratoga, he sald, “By
the way, Pelt, stop at a store and get
me five slates.”

“Five what?” 1 asked.

He grinned., “Five slates. The kind

uséd “years ago In school. T . want
them all the same size.”
He threw back his head and

laughed. “They-are usually used to
write on, Pelt, but you will find out
tonight what I want them for.”

I stopped at a little stationery
store, and returned in a moment with
five slates. As I was getting back
into the ear, I remembered what the
reporter had told me about Slyke's
trying fo get someone on the tele-
phone, and I repeated his story to
Bartléy. He sald nothing for a mo-
ment, then asked me to drive to the
telephone exchange.
minutes in the building; and, when he
came out, - he seemed well pleased
with his visit but did not mention its
resuit. £ Y

As we drove along I told him the
boy's story. When I had finished he
smiled. *I believe the ¢hauffeur told’
the boy the truth. He had been
drinking, but that is when a man
ofter speaks the truth.”

1 glanced at him to see if ‘'he were

“Yes; 1-
am serious, Briffeur had broken. Into
Siyke's house. He never spoke of
this crime, but he thought a good deal
aboutit. he got drunk, his sub-

< | conscious. piind told -the secret that he

was trying to hide. I believe that
what Briffeur sald was the truth
about the robbery.” -

" “But why should he try to rob
Siyke?" I asked.

“] am not'sure. My theories are
beginning to make & more or less con-
pected whole, but there are still some
gaps to be bridged.” :

Currie heard the car as it stopped
before the house and came out to
greet Bartley. As Mrs. Currlé was
in town, we did not change for dinner;
During the meal the murder was not
mentioned. Bartley went to his room
immediately afterward. I'sat with Cur-
rie for a while, smoking; then I ex-
cused myself. ‘1 was eager to learn
what Bartley had discovered in New
York. I found him in Bhis room.

! stretched out in a big armehalr, one

leg thrown over its arm, his pipe in
his mouth. As- I watched: him I
thought how little one would suppose
that he was engaged lnn. .Tmnt two
mystifying murders. ooked up
as T entered, smiled, and went back
to his re

«How did your trip come off¥" ¥
asked.

“Well, Pelt,” he drawled, as he

| placed his long yellow-covered book

on the floor, “Arentino certainly knew
the criminal life of his day.”

His remark: had, of course, to do
with the book that he had been n;sd-
ing, and hi with my @
Seeing Wy disappointment,  he
laughed. “The trip wasn't of much
importance. . The man did buy the
whisky from Slyke. He had bought
all that was in the vault, but had
only removed one truck load when he
was caught. He pald $28,000 for I
that afternoon, apd left om the soves

He spent tenm |
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o'clock train for New :
| Is. perfect; he kmows
| the murder. The alibi of the men
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day after Slyke's death.
only with one man”

n “Wher"
He watched my face for a moment.
then replied simply, “Briffenr!”
! I had half expected that answer. It
;mmmm&mmm
It
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owed him money
even hinted that the chauffenr had
tried to blackmall Siyke, and made
Black's _theory that Briffenr had
killed seem not unressomable.
“The men on the truck,” Bartley
continued, “did not
name: but thelr deseription
man who unlocked the door
vault for them Briffeur.”
“But—" 1 ven
“But what?” he countered.
| “That connects Siyke and Briffeur™
He was silent for a mqment, his
face grave. Then he sald
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implicated in that robbery. Wha: I
want to know is, who was
man"” He paused, then
“There Is no Pelt,
bad been whisky
time. Where he got it,
ingon it with him, we
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He Was'Silent for a Moment, His Face
Grave. Then He Sald Siowily, “Yes,
Peit, it Does—" :

Out of the Darkness. i

The butler seemed to expect us, and
showed us at once into the large room
in which the Inguest had been held
Bartley placed his bag and the pack-
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age of slates on a small table in the Suite 14, Castle Apts.
center of the room, Roche sat down 128
heavily in a chair, and the rest of us g
stood until Miss Potter entered. She :
seemed to be expecting .us alse, and 'JOhnU~Helnml
o m e o SRR oy R
seemed at ease. .
greeted us, the bell rang, and a me- h-n:e:'-nc»m’:nmd&
ment later the butier ushered in Doc- Wills and Prol & Bosclity
tor’ King He gianced at Bartiey;, R Canes .
then gave us all a word of greeting.
We seated ourselves around the
table with the exception of Barties,| PERRY G. BRINEY
whe remained standing” at one end. 3 v 3
He was a different Bartiey from the ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
one wlio had laughed and joked with 116 First National Bank Bldg.
umm,ﬂhmlh—bumm ®
was stern, and bis tired eyes glanced
!mmmM*d‘.:uh.
The butler brought In & glass of wa- S
ter and placed it on the table. S.“(.;t fs" Lamtts
Bartiey waited until he had left the Schae
| room again before he spoke, his velce = er
low and hesitating: Lmﬁ!-AT-LAW
"~ “I have brought yeu here tomight Procter
at Miss Potter's” request Sie be- ‘“"""‘3‘-?",“""“’
lieves that it is possible to get Im Phaue Hax Pegro 1
touch with the splirits of the dead,
and that we may receive a message z
from Mr. Siyke that will tell us whe | Lee R. Taylor
killed him. She has asked us to be ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
present as witnesses.” = i
Currle loocked at me as If he; 1920 Cota Phane ‘134-W
thought that Bartiey had gone craxy. | TORRANCE, CALIF.
1 wag too surprised to offer an. excuse. May be comsulted in Torrance
A glance at Bartley showed that he ap
n in
;;'Em,'f::"ﬂm'“_, e oL A Offes, Suite 306 Calit. Bids.
did not belleve In spirituslism, @ Phone Main 3008
though he was familiar with the ques- '
'lll‘ﬂll m
to why he should toop to this pre-| N R TER
tense. Doctor King seemed more
. than any of us; aner a| Thornton & Turner
starfled look at Bartiey, he mj ATTORNEYS AT LAW
his: shoulders and some- | 539 37 Mason Bidg. ith & Broad
lmmtanmvhhm‘ﬂllljwn u.;m.:.cul. s
read. {
“While I was in New York,” Bart- ENOLA MAC INTYRE
ley continued, “I arranged for a cer- | DANCING
tain medium, 'Mh&l-dtohnj'ru.‘:uu. Character, Interpretive
had wonderful results, to meet us Grecian,
here tonight I did not tell him what | TSN Tothaidne
we! or anything about the | CHILDREN AOPEBIALT\’“‘
circumstances. He will be here hi""'m““ ﬂnll.’ - "”'d “"I 4
' July & 1923
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